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A rare record of rainbow runner Elegatis bipinnulata in 
trawl catches of Veraval 
A small quantity of the carangid rainbow run-
ner Elegatis bipinnulata which can easily be mis-
taken to be a longer 
mackerel or seer fish 
was landed on 
23.11.2000 at Bhidia 
trawl landing centre. 
This species had no 
scutes on the lateral 
l ine , i n s t ead had 
pored scales with rain-
bow like colour pat-
tern over the body, 
shape very much re-
sembled to t h a t of 
Sconiberomoras guttatus. The ]3osterlor soft fin 
rays of dorsal and anal fin are extended as 2-
rayed finlets which is typical to this monotyplc 
genus Elagatis. This is an edible pelagic spe-
^!£i:iisfeiS£U^ 
Elagatis hipinnalala 
cies, attains about 120 cm length and is locally 
called as "Bangi". The samples collected mea-
sured 290-430 mm in 
total length and 
weighed 190 to 650 gm. 
The catches were re-
ported from north-west 
side at a depth of 70/ 
80 mtrs. Probably this 
is a new entrant to the 
fishery or there has 
been some changes in 
the fish migrat ions. 
This is also known to 
be fished by angling 
and hooks and line. 
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985 Bumper landings of Abalistes steliatus (Lacepede, 1798) 
Although trigger fishes are obtained in stray 
numbers during trawl catches, unusually large 
specimens are observed in the long trip trawlers 
operating at 60-100 mts depth. The size ranged 
from 38 to 43 cm and the catch from 50 to 100 
kg/boat. A record landing of about 185.5 (onnes 
was estimated during the year 2000 at Veraval. 
The samples collected on 24.11.2000 were identi-
fied as the starry triggerhsh, Abalistes steliatus 
(Lace])ede, 1798). It is consumed locally and 
fetches of about Rs . l5 / - per kg. Further studies 
need to be undertaken to understand the biolog\' 
and dynamics of this stock. 
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